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INTRODUCTION  

uMhlanga property owners established the uMhlanga Urban Improvement Precincts (UIPs) 

in order to: 

¶ Retain existing investment and 

build investor confidence 

¶ Create an environment which 

supports vibrant and 

responsible business activity 

¶ Improve safety, the general 

environment and quality of life 

for the benefit of all 

¶ Respond to the challenge of 

environmental sustainability 

To achieve this end the UIP partners with the eThekwini Municipality to ensure that this key 

node delivers an exceptional experience of public space. The UIP management team is 

constantly responding to the ever-evolving needs of uMhlanga, whether it be service levels 

or special projects. This said, the fundamentals of managing crime and grime will always be 

the top priority and remain the foundation of the UIPsô success. 

 

There are two official uMhlanga UIPs, namely the uMhlanga Promenade UIP (PUIP) and 

the uMhlanga Village UIP (VUIP) and three Associated Managed Areas, namely Northern 

Promenade Properties (NPP); Southern Promenade Properties (SPP) and Park to Park 

(PTP). 

 

Operationally managed as one precinct, these UIPôs account for a R9.5 million operational 

budget for 2017/2018 financial year and include 70 large erven of commercial and residential 

usage (over 3000 individually rated properties); cover 12 kilometres of public roads, 

servitudes and promenade, and represent a combined municipal valuation of approximately 

R7billion. 

 

High Season Tourism in Umhlanga and surrounding areas amount to an estimated R26 

million per day, which profits the local economy and business development.  The value of 

reinvestment and upgrade in uMhlanga Rocks since 2008 is estimated at +R1 billion and 
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includes work completed on Breakers Resort; uMhlanga Sands; Cabana Beach Resort; 

Oyster Box Hotel; uMhlanga Centre; Protea Hotel, and many other residential complexes. 

Investor confidence in uMhlanga Rocks is evident, with new or current developments said to 

total a conservative R5 billion, and include Beacon Rock (phase1) at R500 million; The Pearls 

of uMhlanga at R1 billion; The Oceans Development at R3.8 billion.  The combination of 

reinvestment + new investments total + R6 billion and an additional rates base to the City of 

+_ R105 million per annum. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Umhlanga received its name from the Zulu for ñplace of reedsò. The wetland plants grow in 

abundance at the mouth of the Ohlange River, to the north of the resort-town. There are two 

species: common river reeds (Phragmites australis) and bullrushes (Typha capensis). 

 

Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve 

provides a glance at a distance and 

ponder the play of light on water; how 

the green of the vegetation contrasts 

with sand and sky, but itôs the intriguing 

details up close that entices to reveal a 

deeper beauty. 

 

The uMhlanga Lagoon is a 26 hectare 

(64 acres) Nature Reserve on the shore 

of the Indian Ocean and boasts the 

remains of a prehistoricshell midden 

and this  forest, protected from 

development since 1860, boasts over 

100 indigenous tree species. 

 

The Hawaan Forest lies on the inland 

side of the M4 adjacent to the uMhlanga 

Nature Reserve.  The name Hawaan is thought to originate from ceremonies performed in 

the forest by Indian labourers that worked on sugar farms in the area.  The Hawaan Forest 

now also falls within the Sibaya Coastal Precinct footprint and will be made accessible to 

residents and visitors alike through a responsible eco-tourism plan that will be managed by 
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the Sibaya Conservation Trust. Currently, to maintain the pathways and forest itself, only 

guided walks through the Forest are allowed and can be arranged at the Breakers Resort in 

uMhlanga Rocks.  Plans are in place for a reserve upgrade project with improved 

infrastructure, operational management and on ground safety services. 

 

BOARDWALK FOR UMHLANGA LAGOON NATURE RESERVE: A community-funded, 

community-minded, environmentally friendly initiative which is well maintained. 

The new boardwalk is a community initiative that will enhance this green space's offering 

while also protecting the natural integrity if the area. Managed by the uMhlanga UIP and 

supported by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, the uMhlanga Forest Boardwalk is a community-

minded, community funded project located in the beautiful uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve. 

The raised, wheel-chair friendly 

structure aims to provide a 

lovely, coastal walk-in-the-trees 

experience for everyone to enjoy 

while simultaneously protecting 

the forestôs environmental 

integrity, creating employment 

through the newly built Forest 

Café and attracting locals and 

visitors to the area.  

 

Six years in the making, 

construction on the 

uMhlanga Lagoon Nature 

Reserveôs new raised 

boardwalk began in earnest 

at the end of November 2020 

with the first phase 

incorporating a new raised 

structure extending from the 

end of the paved promenade 

just over 100m to the old 

ablutions completed at the end of July 2021 and incorporated a new seating area and the 

https://www.givengain.com/cc/boardwalk-for-umhlanga-lagoon-nature-reserve/
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revamp of the old existing ablution building into a coffee kiosk.   

 

Through support from the public and local businesses, R1million has already been raised to 

complete phase one which includes 250m of boardwalk and the Forest Café. With another 
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750m needed to complete the project, the uMhlanga UIP calls on businesses and the public 

to please show their support. 

The complete Boardwalk Project Plan is indicated in Fig. 1 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING REQUEST 

Funds are still required for the remaining six phases of the new structure indicated in the 

budget breakdown included in Annexure A.  We invite you to contribute towards the 

completion of the Boardwalk and donate any amount towards the conservation and 

environmental education of the Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve.  These key contributors 
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will receive a boardwalk plaque in their or their companyôs name according to the following 

categories: 

V Gold ï R100 000 and above 
 
V Silver ï R50 000 and above 

 

V Bronze ï R25 000 and above  

 

Umhlanga Urban Improvement Project is a registered Non-Profit Company: 

2009/002460/08 

Banking Details: 

Account Name: Umhlanga Promenade Urban Improvement Precinct 

Standard Bank account Number: 252106733 

Business Current Account 

Branch: Gateway 

Branch Code:051001 

SWIFT Code: SBZA ZA JJ 

 

Please email proof of payment to Melanie Rosettenstein, Head - Precinct Communications 

mel@urbanmgt.co.za. 
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