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Viki Ferreira, Bike & Bean owner; Massimo Galassi, general manager of 
Bike & Bean; and Melanie Rosettenstein, uMhlanga UIP; are excited about 
the newly revamped Forest Café on the raised boardwalk.

OUTDOOR enthusiasts will soon 
be able to enjoy a cup of coff ee 
on the uMhlanga Lagoon Nature 
Reserve's raised boardwalk.

The newly revamped Forest Café, 
located at the northern end of the 
new boardwalk, will be up and 
running by December 1. 

Bike & Bean has been announced 
as the operator of the café.

The uMhlanga UIP’s new 
boardwalk extends from the 
uMhlanga promenade into the 
uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve. 
This is managed by Ezemvelo KZN 
Wildlife, an organisation the UIP 
collaborates with.

“The kiosk, which was once a 
derelict ablution facility, is now 
completely revamped and sports 
a beautiful mural by street artist, 
Giff y. It was completed at the end 
of August and forms part of the 
broader boardwalk installation 
project that commenced in 
November last year,” explained 
uMhlanga UIP chairman, John Lee.

“Made from recycled plastic, 
the raised, wheelchair-friendly 
boardwalk’s design provides 
viewing decks overlooking the 
beach and lagoon and formalised 
access points from the boardwalk 
onto the beach. The infrastructure 
will be managed and maintained by 
the UIP,” he said. 

The fi rst 250m of the 1km long 
structure has been completed. 

“There is still a long way to 
go to completion and the UIP 
is calling on local businesses 
and the public to get behind this 
worthwhile initiative, that not only 

protects and enhances the natural 
environment, but also supports job 
creation and tourism. This project 
further demonstrates the UIP’s 
goal to provide a clean, green, 
safe and desirable precinct where 
businesses and people can thrive. 
We call on all local businesses 
and the public to please donate 
towards the project either through 
our Zapper campaign, or contact 
us directly to make a larger legacy 

donation. Every cent helps towards 
completing this fantastic structure 
that will add tremendous value to 
uMhlanga,” 

Brian Wright of the uMhlanga 
UIP said construction on the 
reserve’s boardwalk has been a hit 
with locals and visitors. 

“Other important benefi ts 
of the boardwalk include 
preventing further frontal dune 
damage, allowing for the natural 

regeneration of degraded areas, 
unlocking tourism and employment 
opportunities and relieving 
congestion on the promenade. 
The long-term plan is to build an 
environmental education centre 
to host nature-based activities, 
including guided walks, canoeing, a 
bird hide and children’s activities.” 
he said.

To donate to the project, visit 
www.umhlangauip.co.za.

Scan this photo to 
hear Massimo Galassi, 

general manager of Bike 
& Bean, speak about the 
new café.

Apply for free 
set-top boxes
THE South African 
Post Offi  ce (SAPO) has 
reiterated its call for 
qualifying households 
to apply for free set-top 
boxes as the country 
prepares to migrate to 
digital broadcasting by 
March 31 2022.

The Post Offi  ce 
said almost 60 000 
households applied for a 
government subsidised 
television decoder in 
October.

“Households that 
missed the registration 
deadline of October 
31 may receive their 
decoder only after 
March 31 2022. 
Households that applied 
earlier should receive 
their decoder before 
March 31 next year, 
when the old analogue 
television transmission 
will be switched off  
in all provinces. After 
that, all television 
transmissions will be 
digital, and television 
sets will need a decoder 
to work,” said SAPO's 
spokesperson, Johann 
Kruger.

Visit your local Post 
Offi  ce with your identity 
document, proof of 
address and proof that 
you earn R3500 per 
month or less.


