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AN additional 27 metres of the uMhlanga 
Lagoon Nature Reserve’s new raised forest 
boardwalk was recently completed, bringing 
the total build to more than 100 metres in total. 

The boardwalk now also boasts a newly 
installed seating area. Made from recycled 
plastic, the raised, wheelchair-friendly 
boardwalk’s design will provide viewing 
decks overlooking the beach and lagoon and 
formalised access points from the boardwalk 
onto the beach.

The community-focused and funded project 
aims to enhance the area’s environmental 
integrity and provide a lovely ‘walk-in-the-
trees’ experience for locals and tourists to 
enjoy.

Approved by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and 
KZN Department of Economic Development, 
Tourism and Environmental Affairs (KZN 
EDTEA), the project’s initial funding of R345k 
was raised by community-minded stakeholders, 
businesses and contributors.

Find the original story under the headline ‘Construction of uMhlanga raised boardwalk gets underway’ 
by visiting www.northglennews.co.za

FOLLOW UP

Local resident, Carmen Robb, who is a 
regular runner on the promenade, said she's 
loved the boardwalk extension.

“I run on the promenade at least twice a 
week and I sometimes take a stroll with my 
hubby on the extension and it's just fantastic. 
Walking along the boardwalk is such a lovely 
experience, you hear the sea and the birds 
chirping, I fi nd that quite therapeutic and 
extremely relaxing. When I run along the 
promenade it's nice to know you can extend 
your run a little beyond the fi ve kilometres 
and there's almost like a little trail you can 
do at the very end of the promenade. I really 
hope more people get to experience it and 
support the project to see it fully extended,” 
she said. 

In all, the boardwalk will extend for one 
kilometre. If you would like to donate, visit 
www.umhlangauip.co.za.

Community-driven project says UIP

Boardwalk extension gives you 
a nature trail experience, says 
local resident

The uMhlanga UIP, who have driven the 
project, is rallying local businesses, residents, 
visitors and the public at large to get behind 
this addition to uMhlanga promenade 
experience and make donations to realise the 
vision for everyone’s enjoyment.

Brian Wright of the uMhlanga UIP said the 
boardwalk offers a number of benefi ts. 

“Once the boardwalk is complete visitors 
will safely be able to experience the amazing 
coastal forest life while having negligible 
environmental impact on this incredible 
natural asset. Other important benefi ts of the 
boardwalk include preventing further frontal 
dune damage allowing for natural regeneration 
of degraded areas, unlocking tourism and 
employment opportunities and relieving 
congestion on the promenade. The long-term 
plan is to build an environmental education 
centre to host nature-based activities including 
guided walks, canoeing, a bird hide and 
children’s activities. I'd like to thank all those 
who've contributed to this project so far,” he 
said. 

Wright added that a whopping R13 850 
has been raised so far purely from Zapper 
donations which will go towards continuing the 
forest boardwalk build.

uMhlanga UIP precinct manager, Dewet Geldenhuys, is excited about how far the 
newly constructed boardwalk has come. He urges residents, businesses and other 
stakeholders to support the project which will help boost tourism to uMhlanga.

Local resident, Carmen Robb 
said she has thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience of running on the 
newly extended forest boardwalk in 
uMhlanga. More than 100 metres of 
the extension has been completed 
and the boardwalk now also boasts 
a newly installed desk and seating 
area.
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